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Executive Summary

The Warkworth Structure Plan project seeks to develop a land use and infrastructure plan for the
1,000ha of Future Urban zoned land that surrounds Warkworth town. During April 2018, first phase
of public consultation for the project was undertaken.

Just prior to and during this period the project team sought to build awareness of the consultation
process to encourage feedback. Most feedback was received by way of the online feedback forms.
However, the project team held other events including ‘drop-in’ sessions, project stand events,
specific events for students, and hui with mana whenua which all resulted in feedback.

In total 223 pieces of feedback were received during the April consultation phase with a fairly even
split between respondents from Warkworth and those in the surrounding area.

In response to the feedback form question 1, that asked people to pick from a list the most
important issues as Warkworth grows, the top four issues were:

e Improved transport connections to Auckland

e Protection and restoration of natural areas and streams

e Improved transport connections to the surrounding Matakana Coast area
e Being able to get around Warkworth by cycling/ walking

In response to the feedback form questions 2 — 7 it was difficult to collect and frame feedback
received according to the feedback form structure. This was because respondents often gave
answers that did not necessarily strictly relate directly to the question asked. For example, many
respondents answered the separate opportunities and constraints questions (questions 2 and 3) as
one response (i.e. the respondent mentioned opportunities even if the question only asked for
constraints, and vice versa). In light of this, all the feedback (questions 2 — 7) has been grouped by
themes and sub-themes.

The most common feedback theme was around transport. This included comments around
congestion on the roading network (e.g. Hill St) and the need for new road network connections.
There were also comments around the need for improved public transport to Auckland, the
surrounding area, and within Warkworth itself. Improved cycleways/walkway connections were
sought and there were comments on the lack of parking in the town centre.

The second most common theme was around general infrastructure provision. The issues
raised were about the need for infrastructure to come before development including infrastructure
for transport, water/wastewater, education, health, community facilities, and open space.

The character and identity of Warkworth was another key theme raised in feedback. This
included comments around retaining the small rural ‘village’ character of Warkworth and the sense
of community that currently exists. Retaining the existing town centre as a focal point was also

important, as was the desire that Warkworth not become like a suburb of Auckland.
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Environmental considerations received a high degree of feedback. Comments were mostly
around protecting the sensitive Mahurangi River and identifying and protecting environmental
areas before development occurs.

The other main theme was around business and employment. The issues raised were around
the benefits of additional services that will be available as Warkworth grows (e.g. retail, recreation)
and the importance of businesses being able to locate in Warkworth and provide local jobs.

A further detailed breakdown on the themes can be found in Appendix 1.

This initial public consultation phase will assist staff in developing some principles and ideas for the
structure planning stage. Specialist topic experts will be given the opportunity to alter their topic
papers based on feedback from this first consultation phase.

Page 5 of 71



1 Introduction

The Warkworth Structure Plan project seeks to develop a land use and infrastructure plan for the
1,000ha of Future Urban zoned land that surrounds Warkworth town.

During April 2018, the first phase of public consultation for the project was undertaken. The
purpose of which was:
e to promote awareness of the Warkworth Structure Plan project;
e to receive comments on the background information papers (‘topic papers’) prepared by
specialists within council; and
e to gain a local perspective on what is valued in Warkworth and potential opportunities and
constraints associated with its growth.

This report seeks to provide a high-level summary of this consultation phase. The attached
appendices contain more detailed information on the process, feedback received etc.

2 Public consultation initiatives

2.1 Building awareness of the Warkworth Structure Plan Project

The public consultation period ran from 3 April to 23 April 2018. Prior to and during this period the
project team sought to build awareness of the consultation process to encourage feedback. The
purpose of these initiatives was to:

e inform the public that consultation on the project was occurring and the period for feedback
was open
e direct the public to avenues/methods through which they could use to provide feedback
e advertise ‘drop-in’ sessions that the public could attend to ask staff questions or provide
feedback.
These awareness building initiatives included:

o |etters to owners and occupiers of properties within the Future Urban zone in Warkworth;

e articles in local and regional papers including Mahurangi Matters, Rodney Times and Our
Auckland,;

e a Project newsletter entitled “Warkworth Structure Plan project news” (April 2018 issue)
sent to households in the Warkworth area and wider surrounds;

e emails to identified stakeholders;

e posts on the Rodney Local Board Facebook page;

e creating a hashtag #FutureWarkworth to follow any discussion on this Project on social
media;

e attendance and presentations at various community group meetings;

e posters at businesses and community facilities in Warkworth Town Centre; and

¢ information on the council website.

Appendix 2 of this document outlines these initiatives in further detail.
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2.2 Consultation methods

The main method through which feedback was received was the online feedback forms on the
council website. However, in an effort to promote other channels to receive feedback, the project
team held other events, as detailed below.

2.2.1 Project stands events and ‘drop-in’ sessions
The project team targeted community events and the local supermarket for projects stands to build
awareness and receive feedback from residents in Warkworth. The projects stands were held:

e on Friday, 6 April (3.30 to 7pm) at the Warkworth Showgrounds, ‘Have a Go’ event
e on Saturday, 14 April (10am to 1pm) at Warkworth New World.

The project stand included project collateral such as background information on the project,
feedback forms, and maps of the study area. Council staff were available to engage with the public
and answer questions. The second event also included a free sausage sizzle to encourage people
to interact with the team.

Two ‘drop-in’ sessions were advertised to provide further opportunity for residents and
stakeholders to view project collateral, ask staff questions and provide feedback verbally and
through the feedback forms. These sessions were held at the Warkworth Town Hall on:

e Saturday 7 April from 9am — 12pm
e Thursday 12 April from 6pm — 9pm

Approximately 141 people registered their attendance at the two ‘drop-in’ events.

2.2.2 School sessions

The project team approached Warkworth Primary School and the Mahurangi High School to gather
feedback from children and young people in Warkworth. The project team held schools sessions
on:

e 1 May at the Warkworth Primary School and
e 8 May at the Mahurangi High School.

Details on the engagement methods and the feedback received from the consultation with the
students can be in found in Appendix 9.

2.2.3 Engagement with mana whenua
Mana whenua engagement and discussions are ongoing throughout the structure plan project. The
first mana whenua hui on this project was held on 16 April 2018 at the Warkworth Town Hall. The
five mana whenua groups represented at this hui were:

e Ngati Manuhiri

¢ Ngati Whatua o Kaipara

¢ Ngaati Whanaunga

e Te Runanga o Ngati Whatua

e Te Kawerau a Maki
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The purpose of this hui was to introduce the project, establish an ongoing relationship with mana
whenua, and understand how they wanted to be involved in the project. A further hui will be held in
the middle of the year.

2.2.4 Feedback forms
Feedback forms were provided via various means to enable quick and easy feedback. The
feedback forms were available:

e in paper copy at the local library, service centre and at consultation events;

e online at the council’s ‘Have Your Say’/’Shape Auckland’ website; and

¢ via email to select audiences on the council’s People’s Panel Survey database?.

A copy of the feedback form is attached in Appendix 10.

3 Responses

3.1 Total number of responses

In total 223 pieces of feedback were received. The majority of the respondents used the feedback
form (n=197). Of the remaining 26 pieces of feedback, a small number were site specific (i.e.
relates to an address) or subject specific (e.g. heritage only) submissions. The next two sections
outline the key attributes of respondents.

3.2 Feedback channel and type

Majority of the responses were received online. Figure 1 below summarises the feedback from
consultation channels.

Figure 1: Feedback form method Figure 2: Type of feedback

Organisations
6%

1 Auckland Council’s People’s Panel is a quick and easy way for Aucklanders to help shape Auckland by taking part in
short surveys. For this project the project team targeted People’s Panel members from Warkworth or the surrounding
area.
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3.3 Respondents’ location

Respondents were asked whether they lived or owned a property in Warkworth. Of the 223
responses, 11 respondents did not answer this question and five were unclear. Figures 3 and 4

below summarise location of respondents.

Figure 3: Respondents within or outside of Warkworth

There were slightly more respondents that live outside of Warkworth (n=118), than those who live

inside Warkworth (n=89).

Figure 4: Respondents outside of Warkworth

Wellsford
Stream lands
Snells Beach

Sandspit

Point Wells
Pakiri
CQrewsa
Omaha
Matakana
Leigh
kaipara Flats

Algies Bay

Figure 4 illustrates where the respondents live if they were outside the Warkworth area. A large
section of respondents were from Snell’s Beach. The other areas not shown on Figure 4 (such as

Point Wells, Puhoi, Martins Bay etc.) had just one respondent.
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4 Key issues

Question 2 on the feedback form asked respondents to pick from a list the most important issues to
them as Warkworth grows. Table 1 below summarises these responses

Table 1 Issues of importance

Issue of importance Number

Improved transport connections to Auckland 134
Protection and restoration of natural areas and streams 109
Improved transport connections to the surrounding Matakana Coast area 85
Being able to get around Warkworth by cycling/ walking 74
Creating a certain 'look’ and 'feel’ for the town 70
Having a range of local employment options 69
More recreation options 64
Other 54
Protection and restoration of historic and cultural heritage 52
Providing a variety of housing choices 44

The ‘other’ category included a number of issues such as safeguarding bridleways and horse riding
facilities, improved bus connections within Warkworth, and providing affordable land.

5 Feedback received

While the form was structured to ask about opportunities and constraints as Warkworth grows, it
was difficult to collect and frame feedback received according to the feedback form structure. The
reasons for this include:

e respondents often answered opportunities and constraints questions as one response (i.e.
the respondent mentioned opportunities even if the question only asked for constraints, and
vice versa);

e responses on opportunities and constraints were contained within other questions (e.g. the
topic paper section); and

o there were a number of pieces of feedback that did not use the feedback form structure.

This made it difficult to extract and interpret what respondents saw as an opportunity or constraint,
adding to the risk of misinterpretation and diluting their response. As such, all the feedback
(questions 2 — 7) has been grouped by themes and sub-themes.

Table 2 below lists the themes by feedback points received. Transport and infrastructure provision
generated the most comments.
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Table 2 List of issues by feedback points

Transport 429
Infrastructure provision 331
Character and identity of Warkworth 221
Environmental considerations 208
Business and employment 191
Land use planning, housing and structure planning 108
Heritage 78

The following sections summarise these key themes at a high level. Appendix 1 contains more
detailed information on themes and number of responses.

5.1 Transport

This section summarises the main themes related to transport. Appendix 1 summarises other
relevant comments on transport.

5.1.1 Congestion and the transport network

Type of comments Number of

comments

Road network is too congested and/or growth will add to congestion 92

Other road network comments (including comments on Matakana Link 80
Road and a southern onramp/off ramp to the proposed motorway)

Fix Hill Street intersection 71

Total comments 243

Road network is too congested and/or growth will add to congestion

Respondents commented on the current congestion on the road network and how this is currently
impacting residents and businesses. More specifically, respondents stated that:

e any increase in population growth in the near term will worsen congestion on the road network
e proposed changes to the road network are too far in the future and will not sufficiently alleviate
potential congestion.

“Traffic issues which are already a major problem will be worse as
- nothing of value has been done about them”
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Other road network comments

80 respondents commented on the need to improve the wider road network in and around

Warkworth. Most of these comments focused on Warkworth as a satellite centre and therefore the

need to improve the capacity of the road network to surrounding towns such as Matakana, Omaha,

Snell’'s Beach, as well as to the north and west.

Some comments included specific roading network improvements sought by respondents

including:

e that a southern interchange that connects Warkworth to the new motorway (and a Park and
Ride) should be built

e support of the Matakana Link Road to improve connections to the east

e that rural roads should be sealed.

Fix Hill Street intersection

71 respondents commented that there is a need to resolve the congestion on Hill Street urgently.
These respondents highlighted that the congestion on Hill Street will get worse in the more
immediate term if population grows in Warkworth.

5.1.2 Public transport

Type of comments Number of
comments

Public transport is currently insufficient and there is a need to improve public 42

transport

Provide public transport within Warkworth 21

Other comments on public transport (including Park and Rides) 20

Total public transport comments 83

Public transport is currently insufficient and there is a need to improve public transport

42 respondents did not think the current public transport provision in Warkworth is adequate and/or
there is a need to improve public transport as Warkworth grows. This was particularly around
public transport options from Warkworth to Auckland.

“The lack of public transport means a historical dependence on the
- private car which if allowed to continue will create terrible traffic
~and pollution problems”

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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Provide public transport within Warkworth

21 respondents commented on the need to provide public transport within Warkworth itself so that
population growth does not result in more car traffic within Warkworth.

“Need an Urban Public Transport System if public transport within
- Warkworth is to be sustainable. Too much proliferation of cars and
_is unacceptable in a new town”

Other comments on public transport (including Park and Rides)
Of the other comments on public transport:

e some supported the provision of Park and Ride facilities, commenting that proactive
planning for this is essential

e some commented on the need to provide a Park and Ride facility in the southern part of
Warkworth near a potential on/off ramp to the motorway,

e about eight stated that the Park and Ride system encourages car centric model of transit
and commented that more internal based public transport or biking will be better options
than Park and Rides

e some commented on the prospect of ferry services to connect to Auckland.

~“...develop a park and ride from (e.g.) Showgrounds to town...
buses running every 5-10 minutes.”

5.1.3 Footpaths, cycle ways and parking

Type of comments Number of
comments

Provision of footpaths and cycle ways 45

Parking issues 58

Total comments 103

Provision of footpaths and cycle ways

Most of the comments on provision of footpaths and cycle ways related to the theme of an
integrated transport network. That is, so that residents can undertake fairly short and direct
journeys by foot or bicycle rather than by car. Of these 45 comments, about 10 commented that
the footpaths are insufficient and unsafe at present.

“Being able to get around Warkworth safely and conveniently by
- bicycle or walking”
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Parking issues

Of the 58 that commented on parking, most of these (n=33) commented on the lack of parking in
the town centre and that with population growth more parking will be necessary.

~ “Car Parking in the town centre. It is already a serious problem
and will be exacerbated by any growth.”

5.2 Infrastructure provision

This section examines general comments on infrastructure provision. Infrastructure provision in this
section does not include transport provision as more specific comments on this were categorised
under the Transport them. Instead, this section contains comments on general provision of
infrastructure, water and wastewater, schools, hospital, parks, community facilities etc.

Appendix 1 contains more detail on this theme.

5.2.1 Infrastructure provision to support growth

Type of comments Number of
comments
81
Warkworth'’s pace of growth 21
Total comments 102

Provision of infrastructure

Of the 81 comments about infrastructure provision,

o 42 respondents did not think that the current infrastructure can cope with existing demand

o A further 34 commented that there will need to be proactive provision of infrastructure to deal
with the existing shortfall before any further growth can occur

e About 5 comments related to working with developers on the provision of infrastructure, funding
of infrastructure (i.e. capture this through capital gains) and importance of broadband provision.

“The current infrastructure is already struggling and will require
huge investment to bring it to an adequate level for successful
~development”
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Warkworth’s pace of growth

A further 21 commented that the pace of growth is too quick for infrastructure provision to keep up.
This group proposed that any further growth (i.e. subdivisions, rezoning etc.) should be stopped
until the infrastructure is in place.

“‘Warkworth is already growing faster than the infrastructure can
keep up”

5.2.2 Education and health

Type of comments Number of
comments
| Education provision in Warkworth |37 |
Health Provision in Warkworth 26
Total 63

Education provision in Warkworth

Respondents were concerned that more schools would be required to accommodate growth.
Several commented on the potential for an intermediate school or a technical college/tertiary
institution to provide more educational opportunities.

“‘Warkworth Primary and Mahurangi College are already playing
- catch up to recent growth. As soon as new buildings are built they
- are already full.”

Health Provision in Warkworth

Respondents wanted to see proactive planning for future medical facilities in Warkworth including a
hospital. Some respondents noted that the nearest hospital to Warkworth is quite some distance
(North Shore Hospital) and this is further complicated by congestion on roads. Several commented
on the lack of emergency care services as an important issue for Warkworth.

- “As an employer in Warkworth | feel that there are no suitable

- emergency facilities close enough to deal with any serious
~accidents in my work place and this is of great concern to me. |
~also feel that as the community has grown so much there is also a
need to have a local emergency A&E clinic or hospital facility to

- ensure the best treatment is available in a suitable time frame.”

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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5.2.3 Community facilities and open space

Type of comments Number of
comments

Provision of a swimming pool 22

Provision of sports facilities and sports grounds 24

Provision of other community facilities 22

Retain existing parks and/or ensure sufficient provision of parks and 59

green spaces

Provision of tracks and bushwalks 31

Provide more opportunities for horse riding and equestrian sport 8

Total comments 166

Provision of a swimming pool

A swimming pool and sports facilities for the area was a significant issue. 22 respondents
specifically mentioned the need for a new swimming pool for Warkworth to provide recreational
services to Warkworth and surrounding towns. Some of these commented on the area near
Warkworth Showgrounds as a potential site for such a facility.

“The community wants a pool which is available to the public at all
~ times and contains play areas as well as lane swimming.”

Provision of sports facilities and sports grounds

About 24 respondents requested further sports facilities for Warkworth as it grows (e.g. sports
fields, courts). Some of these respondents saw the Warkworth Showgrounds as at capacity and
there is a need for more facilities to provide for growth. Of these 24, one respondent commented
on the potential for Warkworth to be a sports hub for the North, and another commented on the
Warkworth Showgrounds area as a potential sports hub.

“All recreational areas and green spaces - golf course, sports
- fields etc. need to be protected and enlarged”

Provision of other community facilities

22 respondents commented on the need for other community facilities such as an expanded
library, arts centre, cultural space or a multi-functional space in Warkworth.
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“Warkworth Library is far too small for the town now and can only
- become less fit for purpose with the projected increase in
~ population”

Retain existing parks and/ or ensure sufficient provision of parks and green spaces

68 respondents commented on protecting existing parks or adding more green space to Warkworth
to retain its ‘green feel’. Comments included ideas like the provision of parks as a method to break
up residential form, the provision of neighbourhood parks as a congregation space, and the
desirability of more neighbourhood level parks than large parks.

“Creating communities by having central parks with small scale
- cafes/dairies close to housing so people can walk there”

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Provision of tracks and bushwalks

31 respondents commented on expanding existing recreational bush walks or trails, including the
green space along Mahurangi River, south towards Duck Creek Road and the Cement works.

- “Cycle/ hiking trails would be good in the area as a community

} facility’ (with toilets/educational and historical sites along the way).
Having a good cycle track right around the coast, starting at
Warkworth would be a good way to reduce traffic (for those that
worked locally) as well as if built right bringing in tourists.”

Provide maore opportunities for horse riding and equestrian sport

8 respondents commented on the opportunity to provide horse riding and equestrian facilities as
part of this structure plan. These respondents commented that:

e there can be an equestrian facility near the Warkworth Showgrounds
e more horse tracks and equestrian friendly facilities need to be factored into the structure plan

o there are fewer and fewer equestrian facilities, this structure plan provides an opportunity to
proactively provide for equestrian sport.

- “Existing unformed legal roads should be developed into

- bridleways now, and planning for future greenways to ensure that
there are good links between destinations. Greenways must be

~ walk-bike-ride, not just walk-cycle”
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5.3 Character and identity of Warkworth

This section summarises the main themes related to the character and identity of Warkworth.
Appendix 1 summarises other relevant comments on character and identity.

5.3.1 Retain the small town, rural and ‘village’ feel of Warkworth

Type of comments Number of
comments

Warkworth’s identity — i.e. maintain look and feel of Warkworth 85

Rural character of Warkworth 58

Don’t become like Auckland (includes comments on high density 44

developments in Warkworth)

Total comments 187

Maintain Warkworth’s identity
About 85 comments were around preserving the small town, village feel of Warkworth. Of these 85
o 35 specifically used the term ‘village’ in descriptions of Warkworth

e others commented on the friendly community, the small town atmosphere and the importance
of community events (e.g. Kowhai Festival).

|”

 “Retain small town village fee

Rural character of Warkworth

58 comments related to retaining the rural character of the Warkworth area. In particular, these
comments referred to the rural vistas, farmland, bush, reserves and lifestyle blocks. About five
respondents commented on moving to Warkworth to move away from the city.

| ~ “The more we build to support people who come here to get the
beneflts of the rural environment, the more careful we have to be
- to preserve the beauty and the space that we have now”

Don’t become like Auckland

A further 44 comments accepted the need to grow but sought to ensure that Warkworth did not
start to look and feel like a suburb in Auckland. More specifically:

e 23 comments did not want Warkworth to look like a ‘suburb of Auckland’
e 21 commented on the suitability of high density development in Warkworth
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Most of these 21 comments were around how high-density development should be avoided so as
to maintain the rural, small town village feel. However, 8 of these 21 comments said that ‘high
density should be done well’.

“The "village" vibe may disappear and Warkworth will just become
- another bland North Shore suburb.”

5.3.2 Importance of Warkworth town centre

Type of comments Number of

comments

Warkworth town centre 34

A total of 34 respondents commented on the Warkworth town centre specifically. Key points raised
were:

e the importance of retaining the town centre as a heart of Warkworth, including its village
and small town ‘vibe’

e the potential negative impact of other retail centres in Warkworth on the town centre

e that big box retail should not be allowed in the town centre

e retaining the greenery around the town centre

e growth in Warkworth could lead to further congestion in the town centre

“Warkworth should be a great place to live with the original town
- being the focus”

5.4 Environmental considerations

This section summarises the main themes related to environmental considerations. Appendix 1
summarises other relevant comments on environmental considerations.

Type of comments Number of
comments

Mahurangi River (i.e. environmental protection of Mahurangi River) 119

Protect and enhance environmental values in Warkworth, especially 89

from the impacts of development

Total comments 208

Mahurangi River

119 comments were on the protection and enhancement of Mahurangi River and the significance
of the river as a natural asset in Warkworth. In particular:
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e 70 comments were around keeping the river as a focal point for Warkworth. Of these, there
were 14 that commented on protecting the bush landscape that surrounds the river (in the town
centre)

e 34 comments were about improving access to the river, including bush walks and parks

e 15 comments related to the sensitive receiving environment of the catchment and how this
should be considered in planning land uses as part of the structure plan.

Protect and enhance environmental values in Warkworth
Environmental protection was a concern raised in feedback, particularly the environmental impact
of development in Warkworth. Of the 89 comments:

e 65 comments were on the need to protect and enhance the environment (e.g. wetlands,
significant ecological areas, bush environment and mature trees).

e 24 comments were about protecting the environment from development, mostly around
sedimentation impacts on watercourses and not building on floodplain areas.

“Development of rural land will lead to increased sedimentation of
~ waterways. More people will result in more pollution and impact to
natural areas...”

5.5 Business and employment

This section summarises the main themes related to business and employment. Appendix 1
summarises other relevant comments on business and employment.

5.5.1 Opportunities for Warkworth as a satellite centre

' Typeofcomments | Numberof
comments
Warkworth as a satellite city 46
Opportunities for location employment 64
Warkworth as a commuter town 24
Total comments 134

Warkworth as a satellite city

Respondents commented on the potential for business and services if Warkworth is to realise its
role as a satellite city. Overall 29 of the 46 comments on Warkworth as a satellite city were
positive. It was seen as an opportunity to attract more services, amenities (e.g. cinemas etc.) and
retail offerings to the area.
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“More retail, food and health service options for residents in the
- wider region”

Opportunities for employment

63 respondents commented on the potential for Warkworth’s growth to provide employment for the
local area and surrounding rural communities. The positive effects of local employment (that is,
more money in the local economy and reduced need to travel) were cited as reasons for
supporting more employment.

“It would be great for local industry to expand and then employ
~more locals so people did not have to commute”

Warkworth as a commuter town

A further 24 respondents commented that without local employment opportunities, there is a
potential for Warkworth to become a dormitory suburb or a ‘commuter town’.

“One must avoid it becoming yet another commuter town for
~ Auckland. Whatever is built should be self-sustaining in
- Warkworth”

5.5.2 Opportunities for business growth

Type of comments Number of
comments

Attract different types of businesses to Warkworth 21
Ensure enough land for large format business expansion and large 28
format businesses

Other comments that relate to zoning of business land 8
Total comments 57

Attract different types of businesses to Warkworth

Respondents commented on the opportunities presented by Warkworth’s growth to attract
technology and high value businesses to Warkworth, as well as more professional and service-
based businesses. Approximately half of these commented on the need for office space in
Warkworth.

“...You may even be able to attract businesses currently located in
- Central Auckland to relocate to Warkworth.”
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Ensure enough land for large format business expansion and large format businesses

28 comments were about the need for more space for large-format businesses, such as high
technology manufacturing (i.e. composites), and some heavy industries. Some respondents raised
the prospect of extending the Rural Urban Boundary so as to provide for more large format
business zoned land.

“There is need for industrial land that allows for large sites such as
- 5-10 hectares of land for any given industry”

Other comments that relate to zoning of business land
The other comments that related to the zoning of business land commented on:

e potential for Warkworth to be a site for marine related activities — including boatbuilding (this is
covered in detail in the business section)

e importance of reasonably priced business land so that businesses are not priced out of
Auckland/Warkworth

e the need for several business centres

o that planners need to consider appropriate densities so that people can walk to access retail
and other services

e one commented on gaudy advertising signs and no additional advertising boards to obstruct
pedestrians

e concerns about the cost of business zoned land and the ability of labour to access jobs in
Warkworth.

5.6 Land use planning, housing and structure planning

This section summarises the main themes related to land use planning, housing and structure
planning. Appendix 1 summarises other relevant comments on land use planning, housing and
structure planning.

' Typeofcomments | Number of
comments
46
Cohesive/holistic urban planning in Warkworth 24
Comments on housing 16
Other comments on land use and structure planning 22
Total comments 108
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Need for good urban planning

Respondents commented on the structure plan process both positively and negatively. The need to
‘get the plan right’ came through strongly. A number of comments focused on the form and function
of different land uses and having a focus on connectivity and good design.

“If the time is taken to do this thoroughly, it could become a magic
- place”

Cohesive/holistic urban planning in Warkworth

Some respondents were concerned about the boundary of the Warkworth Structure Plan project.
Many commented on the need to consider the existing urban zoned area as part of the structure
plan (not just the future urban zone). Others commented on the need to review the Rural Urban
Boundary at the same time as the structure plan project.

“Constraints mapping would benefit identification of locations best
- suited to a range of land uses and whether there is sufficient land
identified within the RUB for the projected growth”

Housing

16 respondents commented on housing provision in Warkworth. Comments included:

e the need to consider sufficient housing provision so that people can live and work in Warkworth
e a mix of housing typologies will attract people of different ages

o there is potential to provide affordable housing in Warkworth

e provide green space by residential developments and be cognisant of green principles when
developing homes

~ “younger people being able to work in Warkworth or surrounding
areas with new road being built and more housing for them”

Other land use/ structure planning comments
22 comments related to structure planning and land use. Some of these mentioned:

e the need for strong community consultation as part of the development of this structure plan
(e.g. areference group or equivalent)

e comments on structure planning for other areas such as Snells Beach, Matakana etc. to
manage growth

o the lag time between development of north, northeast and south Warkworth could mean
piecemeal development of Warkworth

Page 23 of 71



5.7 Heritage

This section summarises the main themes related to heritage. Appendix 1 summarises other

relevant comments on heritage.

Type of comments | Number of
comments

Historic ‘feel’ of Warkworth (including comments on signposting 55

heritage sites)

Specific heritage areas 23

Total comments 78

Historic ‘feel’ of Warkworth

54 comments related to the historic buildings that add to the historic and ‘old world charm’ of
Warkworth. 9 of comments related to sign posting some of these historic sites so that residents

and visitors could better understand the historical value of Warkworth.

Specific heritage areas

23 respondents identified specific site that they considered had heritage value including the Lime

Kilns, Cement Works, Little Riverine, and Falls Road and its ford.

' “t is very important to me that the heritage of Warkworth is

retained ie: the art deco and colonial buildings, the cement works

and lime works, the old bridge and the few remaining large

7
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6 Where to from here?

This initial public consultation phase will assist staff in developing some principles and ideas for the
structure planning stage. Council’s specialist topic experts will be given the opportunity to alter their
topic papers based on feedback from this consultation stage.

The community design workshops will be held in late June 2018. They are a more detailed
planning exercise that will generate ideas and help inform the draft structure plan. After the
workshops the council’s structure plan team will review all the ideas generated. A follow up public
session will be held in July/ August to summarise the main results and to outline some of the
emerging preferred transport options for Warkworth.

The council’s structure plan team can then work with its specialists to further analyse the feedback
and come up with a draft structure plan. Once the draft structure plan and its supporting
information is complete, it will put out for public feedback.
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Appendix 1
Detailed summary of feedback
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This appendix contains the detailed themes and topics from feedback received.

The 223 pieces of feedback received were divided into broad topic areas and themes. Staff coded

each feedback point against these themes and topics.

Table Al below summarises the high level topic areas.

Table A1 Broad topic areas

Transport 429
Infrastructure provision 331
Character and identity of Warkworth 221
Environmental considerations 208
Business and employment 191
Land use planning, housing and structure planning 108
Heritage 78

The tables that follow summarise the key themes and comments that are related to these topic

areas.
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Road network is too
congested and/ or growth
will add to congestion

Other comments on Road
Network (including
comments on Southern
Link and Matakana Link
Road)

Fix Hill Street intersection

Public transport is
currently insufficient and
there is a need to improve
public transport

Provide public transport
within Warkworth

92

80

71

42

21

Significant number of comments were on the impact of traffic congestion on current
lifestyle in Warkworth (i.e. a few commented on how they do not leave their homes on
the weekend because of congestion)

Comments included how any forecast population growth is likely to make congestion
worse

Some comments were on the importance of getting the traffic infrastructure ‘right’ —i.e.
at the right capacity, before any subdivisions or zoning occurs.

These comments related to planning of the wider road network to Warkworth’s
surrounding towns (i.e. Snells Beach, Mahurangi, Omaha) and upgrade road network to
better serve these towns

Comments on the need for better connections to Snells Beach, Omaha but also west
and north from Warkworth

Comments that the roads are gravel and not of the standard that will easily handle
congestion

Several comments related to the need for a southern connection on the proposed
motorway so as to reduce the likelihood of congestion in the northern part of Warkworth
(10)

There is support for Matakana Link road, as it will quicken journey to eastern beaches
(15)

Comments that the proposed road network will not ease congestion at Hill Street, but
potentially worsen it. For instance, Matakana Link Road leads to Hill Street as well
Congestion at Hill Street should be a priority before any more growth as it is currently
negatively impacting the area

A few comments on how the proposed road network changes are too far away into the
future.

Comments that public transport needs to be proactively provided if there are plans to
move away from the car centric model

Too much growth in the area for there not to be a public transport system to absorb
cars off the road

There is a need for better public transport now

There is a need for public transport around Warkworth so as to alleviate potential
congestion from population growth

It is pointless to provide public transport to Auckland and other centres if residents need
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to jump in their car to access services in Warkworth
e There was support for the Park and Ride facilities, commenting that proactive planning
for this is essential

Other comments on public . . .
P e 8 stated that the Park and Ride system encourages a car centric model of transit and

transport (including

20 commented that more internal based public transport or biking will be better options
comments on Park and e 1 commented on a potential ferry service connecting Warkworth to Auckland and the
Rides) Eastern Bays

e Comments also covered an integrated transport network — walk/ bike/ public transport,
and the need for proper bike lock/ other services to support this.
e These comments relate to the safe and amenable provision of walkways and cycle
ways as a viable transport option so as to reduce car dominance
e 20 comments related to the provision of a cohesive transport network that includes
walkways and cycle ways so as to enable residents to undertake short journeys by foot
or by bike
Provision of footpaths and o A further 10 comments stressed the importance of cycle ways as part of the integrated
el s 45 transport network
e 8 comments related to the provision or more pedestrianised/ bicycle boulevards for a
more pleasant walk/ cycle through the town and Warkworth surrounds
e 8 comments related to safety issues in Warkworth - i.e. the provision of footpaths so
that people don’t need to walk on the road.
e 1 respondent commented that cycle ways and walkways are nice options but not a
priority in terms of infrastructure.
e Comments on the limited parking available in Warkworth and population growth will add
to these parking issues
e 33 respondents commented on lack of parking in the town centre and the negative
Parking issues 58 impact of this on businesses in the town centre
o If Warkworth is to become a satellite city- there needs to be more parking to access
services so that residents from other towns can access it.
e Some respondents did not support car parking near the riverfront and less parking in
the heart of the town centre
e 42 respondents commented that current infrastructure cannot cope and growth will add

Provision of infrastructure pressure.
to support growth in 81 | e« 34 commented that there is a need to be proactive about the provision of infrastructure
Warkworth before growth can occur. Of these 6 commented specifically on setting up water,

wastewater and storm water in order to meet current and future demand
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About 3 comments on the need for better internet services to support businesses
e 3 developers commented that council should work with developers in ensuring that
infrastructure is available before any growth (or subdivision) in the area
e A few respondents were concerned about whether there is enough infrastructure
funding and therefore whether infrastructure will be ready in time for growth.
e One commented on using capital gain from re-zoning to pay for infrastructure
e These comments build on the comments from provision of infrastructure- the
infrastructure is already behind in the growth curve
e Itis not just Warkworth but surrounding areas that are growing as well (i.e. Auckland,
21 Snells Beach, Matakana)
Warkworth e The infrastructure needs to keep up or we are already behind, i.e. there is a need to
respond quicker to growth
e Some respondents said that no more housing/ subdivision or building should occur until
the infrastructure (roads, water, wastewater, storm water) is ready

. Pace of growth in
e Feedback on the need for schools (primary, secondary and intermediate) to expand
given forecast for growth
e The current schools are at capacity and that the school sites are limited for any further
expansion
Education provision in e Some respondents commented that this structure planning stage provides an
Warkworth 37 opportunity to identify future sites
e 5respondents commented that the Ministry should consider a technical college/
institute to provide more education options for the region. A further 3 commented that
there isn’'t enough tertiary options near Warkworth and north
e one commented that there will be a need for early childhood centres with growth, but in
particular, community run ones to make it more affordable.
¢ A number of comments on the need for medical services and options. An example
given was a 30km drive for an X-ray facility and that there are 2 GPs that serve the
population
e In particular respondents commented on the need for emergency services, especially
26 given the road congestion, a serious medical emergency could be life threatening
Warkworth e About 5 commented on a health hub near the Rodney Surgical Centre given the space.
A few comments revolved around the area (near Rodney Surgical Centre) as a health
precinct
e One commented on the potential for Warkworth to service wider northern area with a
hospital and other medical options. This will provide healthcare for the population but

Health provision in
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also employment.
e Support the provision of a public swimming pool
e Preferably located in proximity to the Warkworth Showgrounds to be a ‘sporting hub’
Provision of a swimming 5o Preferably multi use (including a leisure centre) to enable diversity of uses
pool

e Current recreational facilities- i.e. Warkworth Showgrounds are at ‘breaking point’
e With population growth, there will be a need for more recreation facilities

Sports facilities and 54 * 1commenton potential for Warkworth to be a sports hub for the wider region

sportsgrounds e 10 comments on Warkworth Showgrounds and the existing pressure on this area. Also
commented that any new sports facility should build synergies with Warkworth
Showgrounds

e Comments that provision of community facilities is poor and with growing population,
there needs to be more community based facilities
Provision of other 0y  ° Examples given are arts and cultural spaces, and the opportunity for Warkworth Town
community facilities Hall to subsidise cultural shows (e.g. dance troupe)
e Comments also included library, in particular, how it is an important asset and should

be expanded or retained as a community asset

e Support provision of parks and green spaces
Retain the parks and green spaces as it adds to Warkworth’s natural heritage
There needs to be a balance between the provision of parks and green space and
Retain existing parks dense residential areas
and/or ensure sufficient e Parks and neighbourhood plazas (with playgrounds, cafes etc.) add to a sense of
o 59 community
provision of parks and L
e Green spaces add to the rural feel of Warkworth — achieving a balance between
green spaces building and natural spaces will help retain this
e Retain green spaces around Mahurangi River
e 5 asked for a linear park along Mahurangi river
e 2 asked for more dog friendly areas
Provision of recreation e Support the provision of recreation walkways, including bush walks) around Warkworth
tracks and bushwalks 31 '« Comments on retaining bushwalks, walkway along Mahurangi River and walks through
the countryside
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Majority of respondents also commented on areas they would like to see walkways
extended —i.e. walkways to access coastal areas, wineries etc. Many commented on
cycleway provision as part of these tracks

e 2 support the Greenways Plan

e Provision of bridleway trails and areas for equestrian based activities (i.e. such as a
Pony Club, riding areas)

e 3 commented on the Warkworth Showgrounds —Matakana Link are as appropriate to
develop further as an equestrian link.

e Horse riding is not appropriately provided for in the region and this will help retain the
rural ‘feel’ in Warkworth

Provide more opportunities
for horse riding and 8
equestrian sport

e Atotal of 85 comments related to retaining the ‘look and feel of Warkworth’

. . o 35 referred to the word ‘Village’ and suggested that living in Warkworth is a lot like livin
Warkworth’s identity- in a small, friendly village wh%re the cor%gmunity spirit is gresent °
Maintain the ook and feel” 85 , (thers highlighted that the community is involved in civic life, and events, schools and
of Warkworth sports helps keep this community spirit alive

e These comments related to the importance of retaining the unique character of
Warkworth which risks being lost with urban growth
e All 58 comments related to retaining the rural nature of Warkworth
e By rural, it was meant, the rural vistas, farmland views, bush reserves and mature trees
e Retain productive farmland, rural activities and lifestyle blocks and that the lifestyle
58 blocks keep the area quite unique
Warkworth e These respondents do not support the urbanisation of the area and sees Warkworth as
distinct because of its rural character
e There is a comment on the vegetation as a landscape value — linked to in Mahurangi
River
e There are a further 23 comments that related to the special character of Warkworth that
the locals would like to retain
e These respondents do not want it to become a ‘cookie-cutter’ suburb of Auckland like

Rural character of

Don’t become like 23 Albany, Silverdale or Millwater
Auckland e Locals have moved to Warkworth to get away from the hustle and bustle of city life in
Auckland

e Any urbanisation needs to be done well to ensure Warkworth does not become like a
suburb of Auckland

Don’t become like 21 | ¢ Builds on the theme of a rural/ semi-rural Warkworth that does not want to see itself
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Auckland (Includes
comments on high density
developments in
Warkworth)

Town centre-
Protect the Warkworth town
centre from effects of growth

Town centre-
Impacts of growth in the town
centre

Mahurangi River-
Keep Mahurangi River as a
focal point of Warkworth

Mahurangi River-
Encourage access and use
Mahurangi River-

Environmental protection of
river

Protect and enhance
environmental values in
Warkworth

70

34

15

65

highly urbanised

A few submitters commented on the high density retirement village in the township and
is contrary to the small town feel of Warkworth

Some submitters supported high density but commented on the need to do this
carefully

8 submitters commented that high density could be explored closer to the town centre
but keep the outskirts of Warkworth rural in character

Retain Warkworth town centre is the heart of the Warkworth area

Respondents want to retain the low rise and intimate nature of the town centre

Its location next to the Mahurangi River and the small boutique local shops with store
frontage adds to its ambiance

Do not allow big box retail in the town centre (x1)

Consider the impact of other business centres on the local shops in the town centre
Retain local shops- don’'t want them to lose business to chain stores

Do not become like some other town centres, such as Browns Bay (i.e. no character)
Growth could indicate more traffic and therefore more parking is needed in the town
centre

Majority of these comments were about the importance and uniqueness of Mahurangi
River as a focus of Warkworth and a contributor to its identity

14 of these 70 comments related to protecting the bush environment around the town
centre

These comments were about enhancing access and use of the river. — i.e. parks and
walkways along the river to better access this natural asset

Of these, 6 comments related to the dredging of the river to access the river itself
Comments related to the protection of this sensitive receiving environment
Comments on the environmental protection of the river, including consideration of its
streams and tributaries that feed into the environment

Majority of respondents commented on the need to protect wetlands, significant
ecological areas, flora and fauna, the bush environment, mature vegetation (and trees)
as well as streams and watercourses in the area

The protection of the environmental values in Warkworth is also seen as a means to
protect the rural landscape in Warkworth. Trees were specifically mentioned for
protection, particularly mature trees
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Protect the environment
from impacts of growth
and development

Warkworth as a satellite
city (including comments on
retail provision of services)

Warkworth as a commuter

town

Opportunities for local
employment

Attract different types of
businesses to Warkworth

24

46

24

64

21

Four respondents commented on the need to plant more native trees in Warkworth
Some respondents commented on enhancing environmental values in the area such as
planting along watercourses

Overwhelmingly comments revolved around increased sedimentation from urban
development and the impacts on Mahurangi River but also other streams and
watercourses

Also the impacts on potential land contamination from heavy metals etc.

There is a need for sensitively designed subdivisions and any development

Three respondents commented on the potential for the focus on sensitive design (e.g.
ridgeline protection etc.) to be expensive and limit developable land.

40 commented that there are benefits in Warkworth as a satellite city due to its location,
that there will more recreational, retail and employment opportunities and they were
positive comments on this.

About 5 commented that Warkworth currently serves that function as a service centre to
its rural towns

One commented on the need to retain the uniqueness of the local shops —i.e. pottery
etc.

Ensure Warkworth does not become a ‘dormitory suburb’ or a commuter town where
residents will need to travel to Auckland or elsewhere for work.

A commuter town will destroy any community identity and is not sustainable
Warkworth as an employment hub for its local population and wider rural communities
Ensure adequate business zoning for a variety of businesses so as to enhance
employment opportunities

Employment for young families and the younger population, so that they stay in
Warkworth

Increase employment to improve the local economy and this means the provision of
services, retail offerings etc.

Establishment of marine industry

Attract a major employer, such as a university, hospital. Or keep the winery as a major
employer

Opportunity for Warkworth to attract high technology, high value businesses to locate
there and provide more jobs

Respondents also raised the prospect of businesses locating in Warkworth given rising
costs in Auckland

Half of the comments focused on the need for office space in Warkworth
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5 respondents highlighted the prospect of the relocation of marine industry (i.e.
composites and polymers) to locate in Warkworth
e The road network improvements provides an opportunity for business expansion
) . e However, lack of land for the current expansion of businesses
business expansion and 28 | o the future urban zoned area might be too small for business expansion and population
large format businesses growth- therefore consider moving the rural-urban boundary to provide more land
e Also concerns of increasing cost if not enough land for business
e Comments that planners need to take into account current business zoning and be
more cohesive
Comments that relate to e 4 comments related to spreading out retail, shopping and business land in order to
8 reduce congestion
2 comments negatively related to the fragmented nature of business land
1 comment related to the favouring of light industrial and residential land over heavy
industrial
Pay attention to reverse sensitivity and boundary effects of development

e comments on managing urban sprawl through quality compact urban environments
e 5 commented on high density town centres and more rural outward towards the

Ensure enough land for

zoning of business land

boundary
Need for ‘good urban e To consider the form and function of different uses — that is the focus on the design,
planning’ 46 connectivity (e.g. subdivisions to be designed well with planting between them, or
attractive layouts)
e Avoid urban sprawl
e Two contradictory statements on business land being fragmented versus being
clustered
¢ A few comments on the importance of not building on flood plain areas
e These comments related to the inclusion of the currently zoned land (i.e. existing urban
footprint) into consideration when planning for the area
) _ e This means consider the impacts of any proposed zoning or development on the
Cohesive/ holistic urban 24 existing footprint
planning for Warkworth e Some comments related to the three parts of the structure plan and to consider these

as an integral whole- i.e. Warkworth North West, South and North
¢ A handful of comments related to extending the Future Urban Zone or the Rural Urban
Boundary if required to create a good plan for the area
Housing in Warkworth 16 * Insupportof housing provision as part of the Warkworth plan
e Some commented on the potential for higher densities (i.e. Mixed Housing Suburban
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zone) or denser housing near the town centre in order to build more of a community
and for sustainability
e Some saw housing as a means to encourage younger families to move to the area

e Comments on the structure plan process and governance of Warkworth

e Comments on better community representation for structure planning process
Other comments on land 2o e Some respondents commented on the need for structure plan for Snells Beach,
use and structure planning Matakana and other growing towns

e one commented on the need for a social impact assessment as part of this plan.

e Some respondents commented on better representation at local governance level
e The historic, ‘old world charm’ to the Warkworth village, makes it unique and should be
retained
55 | o There are historical buildings and structures within Warkworth that add to this charm
Warkworth e 9 commented that the historic aspect of the area needs to be signposted — i.e. there are
plaques or some education around these so that the locals and visitors understand its
history
Specific Heritage sites 23 e There are 23 comments on specific areas that should be identified as heritage sites-
e.g. Lime Kilns, Cement Works etc.

Heritage/ historical feel of
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Appendix 2
Summary of building awareness initiatives
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This section outlines the methods used to engage the public during the consultation period that ran
from 3 April to 23 April, 2018.

Letter to owners

On 3 April a letter was sent to all the owners and occupiers of property within the Future Urban
zone informing them of the Warkworth Structure Plan project. The letter welcomed the landowners
to come along to the drop-in sessions at the Warkworth Town Hall and provided contact details for
the project. A copy of the letter can be found in Appendix 3.

Media
A half page column advertisement promoting the Warkworth Structure Plan was run in the
Mahurangi Matters on 28 March 2018. A copy of this advertisement can be found in Appendix 4.

A list of published media articles on the structure plan project is below:

e Council gives Warkworth Structure Plan green light. Mahurangi Matters. (14 August, 2017)
¢ Rodney development plan fast-tracked. Rodney Times. (August 29, 2017)
e Talks start on Warkworth’s future. Our Auckland. (29 March, 2018)
e Council seeks community feedback on the planning of Warkworth’s future. Rodney Times.
(6 April, 2018)
e Warkworth Structure Plan process underway. Mahurangi Matters. (16 April, 2018)
Copies of the above articles can be found in Appendix 5.

Newsletter

A newsletter “Warkworth Structure Plan project news (April 2018 issue)” was produced and sent to
households in the Warkworth area and wider surrounds. The newsletter outlined the project and
directed readers to the project website and drop-in days. A copy of the newsletter can be found in
Appendix ? and a map of the distribution area can be found in Appendix 6.

Email to stakeholders

On 10 April an email was sent to a list of stakeholders informing readers that the council was
consulting on the Warkworth Structure Plan project. The email included a pdf with further details on
the project. A copy of the email and pdf can be found in Appendix 7.

Facebook posts

The Warkworth Structure Plan used Facebook as a social media platform to reach out to the social
media users interested in Warkworth’s growth. Two posts were put up on the Rodney Local Board
Facebook over the course of the consultation. Two events were also created on Facebook for
people to click their attendance or be aware of the drop-in events at the Warkworth Town Hall.
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#FutureWarkworth

The hashtag #FutureWarkworth was used in the Warkworth Structure Plan project consultation to
attempt to create a forum for comments about the project to be posted on social media. The
hashtag began was used on social media posts and on print media.

Community group meetings

The project team visited various community group meetings in Warkworth to promote awareness of
the Warkworth Structure Plan project and answer questions. A list of the community group
meetings attended is below:

o Warkworth Town Hall Talks, Warkworth Town Hall. (14 February, 2018)
e One Warkworth Transport Forum, Warkworth RSA. (23 February, 2018)
e One Warkworth Industrial Group, Core Composites. (2 March, 2018)

e Warkworth Area Liaison Group, Warkworth RSA. (4 April, 2018)

o  Warkworth Town Hall Talks, Warkworth Town Hall. (11 April, 2018)

e One Warkworth Industrial Group, Core Composites. (13 April, 2018)

o Warkworth Town Hall Talks, Warkworth Town Hall. (9 May, 2018)

Website

All relevant project information was available through the council’s website. As the council is
currently shifting its consultation pages, access to the material was either through the council’s
Shape Auckland website or the Have your say website.

www.shapeauckland.co.nz

www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/have-your-say/topics-you-can-have-your-say-on/warkworth-
structure-plan

The website included various consultation documents (e.g. topic papers) and a link to an online
feedback form.

Posters

Warkworth Structur